
How Long Will the Divorce Take? 
What’s the Schedule or Timetable? 

There isn’t a schedule, but there is a process, 
And how long it takes is largely dependent on client and spouse 

 

 
• I know I’m not using proper symbols, but I don’t have a real flowcharting software program.  
• While it may take a minimum of 60 days, by law, to do a divorce, the last time I checked, half my cases took less than 104 

days, and half took more than that.  
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Granted 

Denied

Judge not likely to approve office proveup

Hal Davis hired Efile: same day

Fax file: next 
business day 

file by mail
a few business days

District clerk files 
petition, 60-day 
clock started 

Client completes 
workbook, returns 
it to Hal 

Hal checks workbook. All blanks filled 
in? Other documentation supplied? If 
not, return to client. 

Hal prepares first draft of documents 
and emails to client. 
Usually 1 week or less 

Client reviews docs, sends questions 
and changes, if any, to Hal.  

Hal revises docs and returns to client. 
Usually 2 business days. 

Client gives docs to spouse. Spouse 
reviews docs, perhaps consults 
attorney, client or spouse’s attorney 
communicates changes, if any, to Hal.  

Hal revises docs.
Usually 2 business days. 

No changes  

Changes  

Spouse signs documents, originals 
delivered to Hal. Might our judge 
approve an office proveup? 

Are 60 days up? Pick date 
convenient for Hal and client to 
go to courthouse for proveup 

Judge may approve office proveup 

Hal prepares motion and order 
for office proveup (2 business 
days), faxes or mails to clerk for 
filing (1 to 3 days) 

Judge reviews motion, signs or 
denies order (1 to 10 days), 
or 1 business day if pay for 
courier (~$45) 

Schedule proveup for next office proveup date 
(after 60 days are up). Usually 1st Thursday of 
each month at 4:00 p.m. 


